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The report is devoted to phonological processes in the acquisition of liquid conso-

nants r and l in early childhood (up to 3 years) by children learning Slavic languages. The 
starting point of this research is a publication by Prof. Dr. Ivan Georgov from the begin-
ning of the last century (1913). The thesis of the Bulgarian researcher was that up to the 
age of three, children mastering Slavic languages regularly replace r with l in certain 
phonological positions due to their similar place of articulation (both are alveolar, differ-
ing only in the manner of articulation: r is vibrant, whereas l is lateral). The report com-
pares Georgov's Bulgarian data with contemporary empirical material: contemporary 
Bulgarian data excerpted from author’s own corpus as well as Polish and Russian data 
taken from the CHILDES international database). The results point to two main strategies 
in the acquisition of the vibrant consonant r by children speaking the three Slavic lan-
guages: First, a dominant substitution of r with l. This strategy was followed by the Polish 
children (thus emphasizing the relevance of the conclusions made by Georgov more than 
a century ago). Second, dominant elision of р (r) along with limited cases of substitution 
by means of л (l) and (or) й (y). This strategy was followed by the Bulgarian children from 
the author’s contemporary corpus and by the Russian subject. The differences in the two 
strategies are explained in the light of the changes in our language over the last decades. 
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